CHAPTER XL
PERSONAL TRAITS  AND SOCIAL  LIFE.
THE face  of Thoreau, once seen, could
not easily be forgotten, so strong was the mark that genius had set upon it. The portrait of him, which has been commonly engraved, though it bore some resemblance at the time it was taken (by S. W. Rowse, in 1854), was never a very exact likeness. A few years later he began to wear his beard long, and this fine silken muffler for his delicate throat and lungs, was also an ornament to his grave and thoughtful face, concealing Its weakest feature, a receding chin. The head engraved for this volume is from a photograph taken, in 1861, at New-Bedford, and shows him as he was in his last years. His personal traits were not startling and commanding like, those of Webster, who drew the eyes of all men wherever he appeared, but they were peculiar, and dwelt long in the memory. His features were